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North Dakota was the first state to enact a law pro-
viding for the incorporation of its bar. It has been the
means of making the North Dakota State Bar Associa-
tion a much better functioning organization in which all
members of the bar are members and as such feel a per-
sonal interest therein. Other states, following the lead
of North Dakota, are, one by one, adopting a similar form
of association. But they go further than we have gone
in that they provide for an integrated bar retaining with-
in the association itself, the control of admission to the
bar as well as disbarment therefrom. The supreme court
of course has supervisory power in that these acts pro-
vide for a review by the supreme court upon application
of either the complainant or the accused. Practically,
however, the effect is to make the association the judge
of its own membership.
South Dakota Bar Association at its recent meeting
approved for submission to the legislature for enactment
such a proposed bill. There is considerable agitation in
North Dakota for an amendment to our law so as to
supersede the State Bar Board by a Board of Commis-
sioners, elected by the bar association with powers as
above suggested. This is one of the important matters
the association will have to consider during the coming
year. The members of the bar should make a study
thereof and be prepared to make definite recommenda-
tions at the next annual meeting.-FRtD J. TRAYNOR,
President.
